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Further details of the 1898 Pageant by Charles Norris Gray 
(Vicar of Helmsley 1870 – 1913)  
Helmsley Parish Magazines July and August 1898  
 
The Historical Play 
This important event on July 13th, 14th, and 16th, has come and gone, 
favoured with splendid weather. All passed off smoothly and well. 
 
Visitors to the Play 
We believe that the numbers were as follows : 
Admissions with  

Tickets   Tea   Stands 
Wednesday   2,712   720   812 
Thursday   1,975   437    879 
Saturday   703  400 

Total  5,390   1,557   1,691 
 

The numbers who made use of the Refreshment Stalls, etc., of course 
could not be estimated. 
 
Proceeds 
The total proceeds made about £525, whilst the expenses were about 
£137, leaving a balance in hand of about £388, which has been placed to 
the fund for rebuilding the Vicarage. 
The above is an approximate Balance Sheet, but not very far out of the 
true reckoning. Of course it will be seen at once that the expenses were 
very heavy, e.g.: 

£  s  d 
Food, Hire, etc ., etc ., about……….   62  3  9 
Printing, Bill Posting ……………… 31  11  11 
Wages, Wood, Tent, Canvas ……….  30 12   4 
Various Music, Police Band, etc  … .. 13   4   8 
 

Total ………..   £137  12  8 
 
 
Castle Arrangements 
The Castle Court Yard was kept of course for the stage, there being two 
rows of two shilling seats facing, and three rows of shilling seats on each 
of the sides . Besides this, there was a large grand stand outside the rails 
facing the stage, and another on the further side, which however was 
erected rather too far back. The tent was erected level with the keep, the 
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sweet stall just in front of the keep, and a large refreshment stall on the 
near side of the keep, whilst behind, and well out of sight was the store 
but which was a lock-up place, the large reservoirs for water kindly lent 
by Mr . Atkinson, and the two boilers (one of which would not boil), and 
the washing up tables.  We think this was all well arranged; and could not 
be very well improved upon (except of course the boiler that would not 
boil). 
 
The whole Castle area was surrounded with poles and canvas; then down 
near the entrance gates just outside the portcullis on the left as you come 
down was a large bazaar stall, and still lower down near the Lodge, a 
refreshment stall with small tables and chairs in front of it. The bazaar 
stall was not a great success, it would have been better on the Castle Hill 
itself within the canvas, as people passing up and down did not seem 
inclined to stay and be drawn into the net. The lower refreshment stall, 
however, did a good trade at times. The ticket office had two windows, so 
that in a crush two persons could sell tickets. The change office was the 
sentry hut and did excellent work, no change being given at the ticket 
office. 
 
The visitors were met at the station by a little penny guide book for the 
three days, giving a full description of what to see and how to see it, as 
well as by full advertisement of the refreshments on the Castle Hill, etc . 
Most of the visitors of the whole day trips from Sheffield and Hull set off 
at once for the Park and the terraces and abbey. The other trains only got 
in just in time to let the visitors get a cup of tea and get settled for the 
commencement at 4 p.m. 
 
The Play 
The play itself went without a hitch, smoothly and well, the children 
knew their parts thoroughly and warmed well into their work, especially 
on the second day. On the first day they got a bit flat in one or two of the 
earlier songs but recovered themselves; the out-door singing and without 
any accompaniment is no doubt somewhat trying . The second or death 
scene was very effective after the bright and joyous first scene. The three 
battle scenes seemed to please the public greatly, and were very effective 
and well done; the final scenes where the great Walter retires into his own 
monastery to prepare for another world made a good ending. The facts of 
History did not allow the play to work up to any great final scene, but we 
are not sure that a change from the usual grand finish comes amiss. The 
procession where the whole one hundred and sixty performers all 
appeared and sang patriotic songs, was bright and pretty, and made a 
good wind up. 


